FORMERLY USED DEFENSE SI TES ( FUDS)
PRQIECT FACT SHEET
SEPTEMBER 1996
HNC REVI SION: 15 APRI L 1997
TAG REVI EW DATE: 6 MAY 1997

1. SI TE NAME: Holtvill e Target (BT) No. 3
SI TE NUMBER: JO9CA017100
LOCATI ON:
Cty: Calipatria
County: | mperi al
St at e: California

PROJECT NUMBER: JO09CA017101

CATEGORY: CE
| NPR RAC: 2
ASR RAC: 3
TAG RAC: 5
2. PQOC s:
TECHNI CAL MANAGER: GEO DI STRI CT POC:
Nane: Robert V. Nore Nane: Trudy Knutson
O fice: CEHNG OE-DC Ofice: CESPL-PM
Phone: 205-895-1507 Phone: 213-452-3990
GEO DI VI SI ON PCC: HEADQUARTERS PCC.:
Name: Ant hony L. Mei Name: Mohi nder K. Sai ni
Ofice: CESPDPM R Ofice: CEMP-RF
Phone: 415-977-8247 Phone: 202-761-1594
SUPPCRT DI STRI CT (ASR) PCC. ASR TAG REVI EW PCC:
Name: Rochell e R Ross Name: Thomas M Meekma
O fice: CELMS-PM M Ofice: SIOAC ESL
Phone: 314-331-8784 Phone: 815-273-8739

3. SI TE DESCRI PTION:. The forner Holtville Target(BT) No. 3,
acreage unknown, but assuned to be 640 acres, is located in
Section 1, Township 12 South, Range 15 East, at coordi nates of
Latitude 33°09' 00" North and Longi tude 115°22’ 05" West, nine

m | es northeast of Calipatria, Inperial County, California.



Hal ey Road borders the northwest portion of the site and the
Coachel | a Canal crosses the northeast corner of the site. The
| NPR states that the current | andowners are John and Bert ha
Gar abedi a of Fresno, California.

The site is located in the Inperial Valley which has a
desert climate and records a hi gher percentage of sunshine than
any other place in the United States. Topography ranges from
flat to gently rising terrain to the east. Located in the East
Mesa area in the foothills of the Chocol ate Muuntains, the forner
Holtville Target #3 site has an el evati on between a high of 260
feet above sea |l evel and a | ow of about 10 feet bel ow sea |evel.
The site is |located on vacant desert land that is sporadically
covered with dense high scrub, grasses and trees. Heavy
vegetation is |ocated along the southern side and m ddle of the
western side. The Mammoth Wash is the principle drainage for the
site and drains southwest into the Coachella Canal and the East
Hi ghl and Canal. The Coachella Canal flows south into the Al
American Canal which flows east and enpties into the Col orado
Ri ver which flows south and enpties into the Gulf of California.
Flooding at the site is unlikely because of the small anount of
precipitation and the porous nature of the sandy soils throughout
the Inperial Valley.

4. SITE H STORY: The only reference to this site is froman
inventory of Eleventh Naval District bonmbing ranges dated 24
August 1944. The docunent, entitled “Bonbing Targets in Southern
California Sector, Western Sea Frontier”, provided a listing for
“Holtville BT 3” located by |ongitude and | atitude coordi nates
only. This docunent states that the target consisted of
concentric circles and was approved for dive bonbi ng using
practice bonbs. The docunent also stated that certain bonbing
targets had not yet been put into commssion. It is assuned that
the Navy acquired tenporary use of one section of |and. Research
failed to uncover any property disposal information concerning
this site, but it was probably returned to the Departnent of
Interior soon after the war ended.

There is a potential that the site was not |ocated entirely
in Section 1 of Township 12 South and Range 15 East. The
coordi nates provided for the site fall within the southwestern
gquarter of Section 1. Therefore, part of the target could have
been in the adjacent sections.

5. PRQIECT DESCRI PTI ON

Si ze, Acres: 640. O0( Acreage is unknown but is
assuned based on target coordinates
provided. Additionally, it is not
known that all of the target area was



| ocated in Section 1. Therefore,
part of the target area could have
been in the adjacent sections.)

For mer Use: Di ve bonbi ng target
Present Use: Undevel oped private property
Probabl e End Use: Sanme as present
Ordnance Presence: None
Type: Not Appli cable

6. CURRENT STATUS: The draft Archives Search Report for
Holtvill e Target (BT) No. 3 was conpleted by the U S. Arny Corps of
Engi neers, St. Louis District, in Septenber 1996.

7.  STRATEGY: NOFA; (RAC 5)

8. | SSUES AND CONCERNS: Al though the ASR and the initial HNC
Safety comment both agreed on a strategy of EEfCA with a RAC 3,
the TAG recomends a strategy of NOFA, RAC 5. An updated RAC
Formwith a score of 5 is attached. Rational is: (1)There is
only one docunent that indicates that this site could have been
associated wth the use of ammunition, (2)The same docunent
states that not all sites listed were conm ssioned for the listed
use on 24 August 1944, (3)It follows that although this site was
listed, it does not nean that it was used as a bonb target, (4)No
docunent was | ocated that the Navy actually | eased or owned the
site, (5)No disposition docunents regarding the site were

| ocated, (6)There is no history of any problenms with OE at the
site, (7)The ASR site inspection teamfound no OE or remmants of
CE on the site that are typically found at nost targets,

(8) Contractor personnel who conpleted the INPR stated that they
found the remai ns of one rocket in the southwestern corner, which
coul d be an anomaly which does not prove that the site was
utilized as a FUDS site, (9)It seens contradictory that an EE/ CA
woul d be conducted at this site based on findings of the remains
of one rocket and no bonb debris when it is docunented for use as
a practice bonb dive bonbing target, (10)An aerial photograph,
dated 1953, showed no evidence of OE presence or the concentric
circles where the target was supposed to be |located, and (11) The
ASR aut hor stated that based on research and the findings of this
report, the entire site is nost |ikely uncontam nated.

HNC Safety Comment: Comments were: (1)In paragraph 4.1.2 of the
ASR Fi ndi ngs, the msleading reference to CAW has not been
deleted, (2)All other comments have been superseded by the
strategy of NOFA devel oped by the TAG An updated RAC Formwi th
a score of 5 is attached.

Acreage and Location of the Site: Acreage i s unknown. I t
therefore follows that site boundaries are al so not known.
Acreage is assuned to be approximately one square mle, or 640



acres, based on other simlar sites. Only the target coordi nates
are known. Since they are located in Section 1, Section 1 was
determ ned to enconpass the site. The coordi nates provided for
the site fall within the southwestern quarter of Section 1
Therefore, part of the target area could have been in the

adj acent sections.

O her Comments Regarding the ASR  The one docunent found
concerning the site indicates that it was designated as a dive
bonmbi ng target for use with practice bonbs.

Nat ural Resources: There are known Federally- and State-listed
speci es which may occur within the site area. Listings are
provided in the ASR Fi ndi ngs, page 3-6, paragraph 3.5. An on-
site inspection by appropriate State and Federal personnel may be
necessary to verify the presence, absence or location of |isted
species, or natural communities.

Hi storical Resources: No cultural or historical sites associated
with this site are reported in the ASR  However, any intrusive
measures taken within the area will require oversight by the
State Historical Preservation Ofice (SHPO and/or other |ike

or gani zati ons.

9. SCHEDULE SUMVARY: NOFA

10. FUNDI NG BUDGET SUMVARY: NA NOFA



